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Commissioner for Patents 

Receipt is acknowledged of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) and a submission, filed on 25 April 2005. The 
submission, however, is not fully responsive to the prior Office action because, see MPEP 706.07 VI, 
the claims presented are to a different invention. Applicants cannot file an RCE to obtain continued 
examination on the basis of claims that are independent and distinct from the claims previously 
claimed and examined as a matter of right (i.e., applicant cannot switch inventions). Furthermore, the 
amendment filed on 25 April 2005 canceling all claims drawn to the elected invention and presenting 
only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is non-responsive as the claims are not readable on the 
elected invention (MPEP § 821 .03). The remaining claims are not readable on the elected invention 
because applicant elected Group II in the response filed 26 June 2003. Group II as stated in the lack 
of unity requirement mailed 23 May 2005 is claim(s) 1-21 drawn to products of the formula (I) 
wherein: X is S; R1 is optionally substituted furan; R2 is optionally substituted Ar-C0-6alkyl; R3 is H, 
optionally substituted C1-6alkyl, C3-6alkenyl and C3-6alkynyl; and methods of preparation and 
methods of use. As stated in the final rejection mailed 22 July 2004, the elected Group II form the 
lack of unity requirement stated that R1 is only optionally substituted furan, i.e. optionally substituted 
furanCOalkyl. Optionally substituted furan finds support in the originally filed formula (I), page 4, and 
formula (IA), page 5, and also in the originally filed specification, which lists compounds, for example, 
3-(2-methyl-anilino)-5-(furan-3-ylthio)-1,2,4-triazole, page 18. As applicants' instant claims are drawn 
to products of the formula (I) wherein R1 is optionally substituted furan-C1alkyl, their methods of use 
and preparation, these claims are presented drawn only to a non-elected invention and applicants 
amendment filed 25 April is considered non-responsive. 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to reply, applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) ARE 
AVAILABLE. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Rebecca L. 
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Anderson whose telephone number is (571) 272-0696. Mrs. Anderson can normally be reached Monday through Friday 5:30AM to 
2:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Mr. Joseph K. McKane, can be 
reached at (571) 272-0699. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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